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	  General/Clinical:

1. What is the clinical use of the water deprivation test?
2. What samples will be received by the lab and which tests will be requested as part of a water deprivation test and why is the analysis urgent?

3. What is the recommended sample type for electrolyte analysis?

4. What pathological conditions would give an abnormal potassium result?

5. How stable is a sample for potassium at room temperature prior to separation?
6. What are the ideal storage conditions for a sample for electrolytes?

7. What additional tests may be requested to investigate a patient with hyponatraemia?

8. When do abnormal electrolyte results require immediate action?
Analytical:

1. What method is used to measure serum or urine osmolality?

2. What is the principle behind the method?

3. What is the difference between direct and indirect ISE methods? What sample types may be analysed with each method?

4. What is the on board stability of the sodium / potassium electrodes?

5. How frequently should calibration and QC be performed for ISE’s?

6. What pre-analytical variables can affect potassium results?

7. In what circumstances may spurious hyponatraemia be seen?
8. What is the linear range for the sodium method? At what levels should the result be repeated?
Post analytical:
1. What are the units and normal reference ranges for serum sodium and potassium?
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